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The 22 MESA programs in
California challenged students
to pursue a variety of engi-
neering endeavors, includ-
ing constructing high-flying
gliders, creating 3-D model
human eyes using comput-
ers; building underwater and
land robots, and construct-
ing windmills that can power
small cars.
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néers; they have to meet the
criteria and be creative, while
working as a team.”

Though hands-on projects
are fundamental to under-
standing textbook concepts,
according to MESA Direc-
tor-Alexandria Leckliter, the
opportunity for the students to
work with UCSC undergradu-
ates and real-life engineers, is
invaluable.

“A day like today is so
important because the kids
get to interact with role mod-

—els,” Leckliter said. “They

engineers, doctors and other
industry professionals judg-
ing the event,”

For Ana Rodarte, a UCSC
graduate who volunteered at
the competition while in col-
lege and now works as the aca-
demic coordinator for MESA,
the program'’s impact on per-
sonal development is its great-
est asset.

“We really get to see the
kids grow,” Rodarte said. “The
transformation that this pro-
gram creates is amazing,”

Rene Siqueiros. a senior at

program participant since
sixth grade, could not agree
more.,

“The best part of MESA
is getting to actually build,
design and test your proj-
ects with your peers,” said
Siqueiros, whose team took
first place in the mousetrap
car competition and third in
the calculus test Saturday.
“To be able to apply the things
you learn in school and get a
firsthand look at engineering
— it'san experience you can’t
ot anvwhere alea *



